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COSELEY  URBAN 
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COUNCIL. 


Hnnual  IReport 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

{C.  H.  WADDELL,  L.R.C  P.L,  L.R.C.S.I.), 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1919, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Coseley  Urban 

District  Cou?icil. 


GENTLEMEN 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  First  Annual  Report  as  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


NATURAL  AND  SGCSAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  3,737  acres,  and  the  population,  at  the  census 
of  1911  was  22,841,  an  average  of  6 persons  to  the  acre.  The  population  is  by 
no  means  evenly  distributed,  being  concentrated  in  nine  hamlets,  viz.,  Roseville, 
Hurst  Hill,  Coseley,  Wallbrook,  Princes  End,  Bradley,  Parkfield,  Woodsetton, 
and  Ladymoor.  Subsidences  of  the  surface  through  mining  operations  have  been 
fre([uent,  and  the  ground  is  in  consecjuence  much  fissured  and  honey-combed. 

The  population  consists  mainly  of  colliers  and  ironworkers,  most  of  the 
works  being  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  district. 

PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS. 

Coseley  is  bounded  by  Sedgley  on  the  West,  on  the  South  is  the  County 
Borough  of  Dudley,  on  the  North  is  the  County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton  and 
the  Urban  District  of  Bilston,  on  the  East  is  Tipton,  while  on  tin.'  South  East 
the  district  impinges  on  the  Borough  of  Wednesbury.  Its  general  altitude  is 
high,  being  730  feet  high  at  the  highest  point  adjoining  Sedgley,  and  falling  on 
the  East  to  470  feet  above  sea-level.  The  natural  drainage  is  by  three  or  four 
small  streams  which  flow  eastward  into  tributaries  of  the  Tame. 

The  sub -soil  is  mostly  heavy  clay,  and  the  subsoil  water  is  in  some  parts 
exceedingly  near  the  surface. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  574,  a decrease  of  22 
as  compared  with  1918.  Taking  the  population  as  23,642  this  gives  a birth- 
rate of  24.28  per  annum.  The  deaths  registered  were  316,  comprising  167  males 
and  149  females,  and  this  gives  a death-rate  of  13.9  per  thousand  per  annum. 
The  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  13.8  per  thousand  per 
annum. 
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CHART  SHOWING  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1919. 
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TABLE  I. 

BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  1919. 

(Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1919  has  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  this  Table). 
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Table  showing  Deaths  registered  during  each  month  of  the  year:  — 


Month. 

Deaths. 

Month. 

Death 

January 

(4 

weeks) 

18 

.I’ll}’ 

(5 

weeks) 

...■  22 

February 

(4 

weeks) 

36 

August 

(4 

weeks) 

...  13 

March 

(5 

weeks) 

59 

September 

(5 

weeks) 

...  15 

April 

(4 

weeks) 

20 

October 

(4 

weeks) 

...  14 

May 

(4 

weeks) 

24 

.November 

(4 

weeks) 

...  17 

June 

(5 

weeks) 

19 

December 

(5 

weeks) 

...  27 

During  the  year  there  were  68  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age. 


TABLE  11. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

1 — Enteric  Fever  ... 

1 

2 — Small-Pox 

— 

5 — Measles  ... 

3 

1 

4 — Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

5 — Whooping  Cough 

1 

2 

6— Diphtheria  and  Croup 

— 

1 

7 — Influenza 

11 

13 

8 — Erysipelas 

— ■ 

— 

9 — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

6 

6 

10 — Tuberculosis  Meningitis 

— ■ 

. 

11 — Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

12 — Cancer,  malignant  disease 

9 

14 

13 — Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

— 

14 — Meningitis 

— 

— - 

15 — Organic  Heart  Disease 

5 

8 

16 — Bronchitis 

20 

16 

17— 'Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 

29 

22 

18 — Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

2 

19 — Diarrhoea,,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

9 

6 

20 — Appendicitis  & Typhlitis 

— 

1 

21 — Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

— 

21a-Alcoholism 

— 

— 

22 — Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

1 

1 

23 — Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

24 — Parturition  (apart  from  Puerperal  Fever)  ...  i.. 

— 

— 

25 — Congenital  Debility,  etc. 

14 

9 

26 — Violence  (apart  from  Suicide) 

10 

7 

27 — Suicide  ... 

3 

— 

28 — Other  Defined  Diseases 

36 

38 

29 — Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 

3 

2 

T OT  AL  ...  

167 

149 

4 


Death-rate  per  1000 

from  Zvmotic  Diseases 

1919 

. * 

1.05 

,,  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

. . 

0.52 

,,  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

0.04 

^ ? 

,,  Influenza 

... 

. . 

1.05 

,,  Pneumonia 

... 

... 

... 

2.24 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

1 lisease 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

Smallpox 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Measles 

15. 

1. 

29. 

0. 

4. 

Scarlet  Fever 

2. 

2. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Diphtheria 

3. 

2. 

1. 

0. 

1. 

Whooping  Cough 

1. 

3. 

10. 

6. 

3. 

Enteric  Fever 

3. 

0. 

0. 

2. 

1. 

Diarrhoea 

18. 

17. 

6. 

6. 

15. 

Totals 

42. 

25. 

46. 

14. 

24. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Diarrhoea  is  responsible  for  15  out  of  the  24  deaths 
from  Z}’motic  diseases. 

During  the  year  there  were  17  deaths  caused  by  accidents,  this  being  0.74 
})er  1,000. 

There  we^'e  24  deaths  from  influenza  equal  to  1.08  per  1000. 

The  following  provisional  figures  given  by  the  Registrar-General  for  England 
and  Wales  are  appended  for  comparison. 

TABLE  III. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING 

1919  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated  to  middle 
of  year. 

Births. 

Deaths  belonging  to  the 
District. 

1 

For 

Death  Rate 

1 

For 

Birth  Rate 

Number. 

1 

Rate. 

Under  1 yr. 
of  age. 

At  alj 

ages. 

Num. 

Rate 
per  1000 
births 

Num. 

Rate. 

1914 

23048 

23048 

681 

29.5 

86 

126 

377 

16.3 

1915 

22817 

22817 

652 

28.57 

93 

142 

410 

17.9 

1916 

24353 

24353 

630 

25.87 

73 

117 

350 

15.64 

1917 

21897 

24409 

582 

23.87 

45 

77 

334 

15.25 

1918 

21405 

23983 

596 

24.85 

1 

71 

119 

402 

18.78 

1919 

22696 

23642 

574 

24.28 

68 

118.4 

316 

13.9 
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TABLE  IV 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1919. 


Cases  Notified  in  whole  District. 

t/5 

At  Ages — Years. 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all  Agi 

Under  1 

1 and 

under  5 

5 and 

under  15 

15  and 

under  25 

25  and 

under  45 

45  and 

under  65 

65  and 

upwards 

Measles  ... 

340 

16 

175 

146 

2 

1 

German  Measles 
Diphtheria — including 

5 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Membranous  Croup  ... 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

19 

1 

— 

1 

3 

7 

4 

3 

Scarlet  Eever 

15 

— 

4 

10 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

31 

2 

3 

5 

6 

8 

6 

L 

Malaria 

13 

— 

— 



6 

7 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of 

24 

— 

4 

3 

5 

IT 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Trench  Eever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

455 

22 

188 

170 

23 

36 

12 

4 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

notifiable  diseases:  — 


The  following  is  a list  of 

Small  I’ox 
Cholera 
Dij)ththeria 
Membranous  Croup 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typhus  F ever 
Typhoid  P'ever 
Enteric  Fever 
Relapsing  P'ever 
Continued  Fever 


Puerperal  Fever 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Tuberculosis 

Malaria 

Dysentry 

Trench  Fever 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 


In  addition  Measles  and  German  'Measles  were  notifiable  in  1919.  Since 
December  31st  of  that  year  these  latter  two  diseases  are  no  longer  notifiable. 
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INFLUENZA. 

During  the  year  there  were  24  deaths  from  Influenza,  this  being  1.08  per 
thousand.  As  a precautionary  measure  leaflets  have  been  circulated  in  the 
district,  through  the  assistance  of  the  head  teachers  of  the  various  schools,  and 
of  the  Health  Visitors  giving  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  instructions  as  to  the 
best  means  of  preventing  and  combating  this  disease. 

PNEUMONIA. 

From  March  1st,  1919,  notifications  were  sent  of  31  cases  of  pneumonia, 
distributed  as  follows: — March,  9;  May,  5;  June,  1;  July,  4;  August,  1; 
September,  1;  October,  3;  November,  3;  December,  4. 

During  the  whole  vear  from  all  forms  of  this  disease,  there  were  51  deaths. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

During  the  vear  2 cases  were  notified,  and  there  was  one  death.  “Anti- 
toxin  ” is  available  free  to  all  Medical  Practitioners  from  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

MEASLES. 

In  1918  only  7 cases  were  notified,  none  of  which  proved  fatal.  In  1919, 
340  cases  were  notified,  and  there  were  4 deaths. 

Although  the  epidemic  was  of  a widely-spread  nature,  the  number  of  deaths 
was  small.  I attribute  this  to  the  greater  care  and  attention  now  given  to 
children  suffering  from  this  disease. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  were  3 deaths  from  this  disease  as  against  6 last  vear. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Fifteen  cases  were  notified,  but  there  were  no  deaths.  No  deaths  have 
resulted  from  this  disease  since  1916,  and  evidently  the  cases  have  all  been  of 
a mild  type. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

There  was  one  death  from  this  disease. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  25  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  24  of  the  lungs  and 
1 of  the  larynx.  The  total  deaths  from  the  disease  was  12. 

The  Health  Visitors  have  made  325  visits  in  connection  with  the  above  cases, 
and  have  done  all  they  could  to  limit  the  danger  of  infection  by  advice  as  to 
sleeping  arrangements  and  destruction  by  burning  of  sputum. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

There  were  68  deaths  amongst  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  a 
mortality  of  118.4  per  1000',  which  is  almost  the  same  as  last  year.  The 
appended  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  among  infants  under  the  age  of  one 
year  during  1919. 

TABLE  V. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1919. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  age  under  one  year. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1 
week 

1 to  2 
weeks 

2 to  3 
weeks 

0 73 

oj 

K5  ^ 

Total  under 

1 monlh 

1 10  3 

months 

3 to  6 

months 

6 to  9 

months 

9 to  12 

months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 year 

. ^ ( Certified 

22 

5 

27 

5 

9 

9 

14 

1 

! 64 

All  Causes  1 tt 

( Uncertified 

— 

1 



— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Small  Pox 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

hleasles 

— 

— 

Scarlet  f’ever 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Tuberculous  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Meningitis — not  Tuberculous 

— 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Laryngitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

'11 

Pneumonia— all  forms 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

8 

12 

Diarrhcea 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteritis 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

4 

1 

2 

11 

Oastritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— • 

— 

— 

Rickets 

— 

SuiTocation — overlaying 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Injury  at  Birth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Atelectasis 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

. — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Premature  Birth 

11 

— 

- — 

— 

11 

_ 

— 

— 

• — 

11 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus  ... 

6 

1 

2 

— 

9 

1 

1 

— 

— 

11 

Other  Causes  ... 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

- — ■ 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Totals 

22 

1 

5 

— 

28 

5 

10 

10 

15 

68 

Births  in  the  year  : Legitimate  557,  Illegitimate  17. 
Deaths  in  the  ) ear  : l.egitimate  65,  Illegitimate  3. 
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under  1 year 


The  average  mortality  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  'for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  is  89  per  1000.  The  very  high  mortality  of  this  district  may 
be  attributed,  in  ])art  to  {a)  the  high  bir'th-rate  which  limits  the  amount  of  care 
possible  for  each  individual  child;  (b)  the  poor  housing  conditions;  (<:)  lack  of 
assistance  from  trained  District  Nurses.  The  need  for  the  latter  is  very  great 
and  urgent,  and  any  attempt  to  provide  such  should  have  every  support. 

MATERNITY  CENTRES. 

There  are  two  Welfare  Centres,  one  in  the  Eastern  division  and  one  in  the 
est.  The  attendance  at  each  centre  shows  a welcome  increase,  and  young 
mothers  are  learning  to  appreciate  the  advice  given.  More  voluntary  lady  helpers 
are  urgently  needed  to  enable  the  nurses  to  devote  more  time  to  advising  the 
visiting  mothers. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  BY  HEALTH 

VISITORS. 


East 

Division. 

West 

Division. 

Total. 

Cases  Visited  ... 

361 

218 

579 

Breast  Fed... 

...  318 

...  192 

... 

Bottle  Fed  ... 

29 

14 

Mixed  

• • • 5 

7 

... 

Still-born  ... 

9 

5 

... 

Illegitimate 

7 

3 

10 

Re-visits  made  under  1 year... 

978 

859 

1,837 

,,  ,,  1 year  to  5 ... 

481 

304 

785 

Tuberculosis  Visits 

157 

168 

■ 

325 

Totals  

1,984 

1,552 

3,536 

STAFF. 


S.  T.  TAYLOR,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

F.  TOON,  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


M.  E.  GIBSON, 

F.  M.  PURCELL,  j 


Health  Visitors. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

C.  H.  WADDELL, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1C  ‘ 


* 


